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the system, the author repeatedly points out that it is not "state social- 
ism" but "state capitalism" which New Zealand enjoys. He also 
claims that New Zealand is no longer initiating new legislation, but 
seems content to rest with what she has. 

The book is not a technical treatise, but a brief simple work for the 
general reader, and is both readable and instructive. 

G. S. Dow 

Olivet College 

Economic Aspects of the War. Neutral Rights, Belligerent Claims 
and American Commerce in the Years 1914 and 1915. By 
Edwin J. Clapp. New Haven: Yale University Press. 
Pp. xiv+320- $1 . 50. 

This timely and readable volume treats of a most absorbing topic. 
The author gives as his reason for writing the book " that we Americans 
were paying too much attention to the affairs of the belligerents and too 
little to our own. After all, we are by no means untouched by the war. 
It imperils not only our present material interests but also neutral rights 
upon which the material interests of peaceful nations in the future 
depend. The neutral world is waiting for us to realize and assert its 
rights and ours. Hence this statement of what those rights are and this 
record of what seems to have occurred to threaten them." 

The book begins with a discussion of international law, taking as a 
basis the London Declaration. The orders in Council of August and 
October are treated and their effect upon neutral shipping is discussed. 
He shows that by these orders the British government so modified the 
conditions of the London Declaration as seriously to impair the rights 
of neutral shippers. He cites specifically the "Wilhelmina" case and 
the circumstances governing foodstuffs, copper, and cotton. 

The author devotes a chapter to a consideration of the practicability 
of starving Germany out, but expresses doubt as to the possibility of 
ending the war by "economic pressure." The book would seem to be 
partisan, since a large amount of specific criticism is directed against 
Great Britain. This attitude, however, is explained in these words: 
"When both belligerents are breaking the law, and each is claiming the 
acts of the other as justification, the pressure of neutrals must be applied 
to the one which refuses to join in a return to law and order. Our 
problem is to compel that joint acceptance of a compromise which we 
proposed in our note to the belligerents in February. Germany is 
ready for acceptance; the pressure must be applied to England " (p. 309) . 
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In the appendix are found all the most important notes and orders 
affecting the question of international trade. The book is well written 
and is interesting to the business man, the student, the statesman, and 
the general reader. A w TAyL0R 

Washington State College 



The Work of Our Hands. A Study of Occupations for Invalids. By 
Herbert J. Hall, M.D., and Mertice M. C. Buck. New 
York: Moffat, Yard & Co. Pp. xxvii+211. 

The magnitude of the need now felt in Europe of fitting work to the 
limited physical capacities of war cripples lends emphasis to the analo- 
gous needs of the victims of accidents and diseases of peace. As the 
authors of this useful little book point out, "If the discharged and handi- 
capped patients from hospitals all over the country could be given legiti- 
mate work which would secure them even half of the usual wage, a very 
great load would be lifted from charity, and a still greater load from the 

minds and hearts of the workers The thousands who are now 

idle, not from choice but because they no longer fit the regular industries, 
represent a source of power and of wealth that has been curiously 
overlooked. These men and women are the waste human product of 
the industrial world, a product so valuable that its use would mean a 
revolution in industrial and in charitable affairs" (pp. xviii-xix). 

The beginnings of effort in this country have been with the insane, 
for whom an interest in suitable work has proved the one avenue of 
release in many cases; the blind, the crippled, and those suffering from 
heart disease have also profited in a similar way. 

Among the most serviceable types of work are hand weaving, pot- 
tery, cement working, farming, and gardening. The essence of the work 
cure consists probably in the substitution of a constructive and objec- 
tive state of mind for the brooding subjectivism of the ordinary invalid. 
Work of the sort just outlined may be provided both in workshops main- 
tained in connection with hospitals and similar institutions, or in outside 
workshops "where under special observation chronic patients discharged 
from the hospitals may find opportunity for remunerative work." 

The book is divided into two parts, the first of which presents a 
general discussion of the subject, while the second consists of a specialized 
account of methods suitable in the case of various disorders mainly 
nervous and mental. Erville B. Woods 

Dartmouth College 



